Ellesmere  Rural  District  Council. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH- 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1942. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  Minister  of  Health  requested  that  the  Report  should  be  prepared 
on  the  same  lines  as  those  for  the  previous  three  years,  that  is  that  it  should 
be  an  interim  report  and  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which 
have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year  also,  figures  of  population  or 
figures  from  which  local  populations  can  be  reconstructed  must  not  be  published, 
so  the  report  must  of  necessity  be  deprived  of  much  of  its  interest  and 
information, 

Arrangements  are  to  be  made  for  the  preservation  of  all  records  which 
cannot  be  included  in  this  report- 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  WILSON  EVANS. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Whole  or  Part 

Name.  Qualifications.  Office  Held.  time. 

L.  Wilson  Evans  ....  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h Medical  Officer  of  Health  ....  Part 

E.  Wilkinson  ....  M.I.M.CY.E.,  M.R.SAN.I ...  Sanitary  Inspector  ....  Whole 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1 942. 


Birth  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  15.4 

England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  15  8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  births  43 
England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  49 

Still  births  : 

Rate  per  1000  population  ....  ....  ....  .39 

England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  .54 

Death  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.1 

England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  1 1 6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  M.  5,  F.  6 ....  ....  1 1 

Deaths  from  Measles  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  ....  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

OTHER  CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Heart  Disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Intra-oranial  Vascular  Lesions  ....  ....  1 1 

Pneumonii  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Death  from  Violence  ....  ....  ....  2 


In  conformity  with  the  rest  of  the  Country  there  was  an  increase  in  the  birth  rate  although 
this  did  not  reach  the  figure  of  the  peak  year  of  1938  when  a rate  of  18.2  was  recorded. 

The  death  rate  is  below  tke  average  for  recent  years.  * 

The  figures  generally  indicate  a satisfactory  state  of  health  in  the  district. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.... 

Pneumonia  .... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 


Total  No.  of  Cases  Death 

Cases.  admitted  to  Hospital. 

2 2 — 

7 — — 

4 — — 

6—5 
2 — _ 

6 3 — 

16  — 


The  year  was  very  favourable  as  far  as  infectious  disease  was  concerned.  There  was  no  con- 
siderable outbreak  of  any  disease  and  there  is  an  all  round  reduction  on  last  year’s  figures. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  and  encouraging  to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  which  as 
far  as  records  show  only  occurred  once  before  in  the  last  30  years.  Although  I am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  this  district  has  seen  the  last  of  Diphtheria,  the  figures  for  immunisation,  given  below,  in- 
dicate a reason  for  this  happy  situation,  which  if  maintained  should  ensure  that  there  will  be  no 
serious  outbreak  in  the  future. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  Children  who  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation 
from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1942 

Percentage  of  the  child  population  considered  to  be  immunised  at 
December  31st,  1942 

Number  of  Cases  of  Diphtheria 


Under  5 

5-15 

Years. 

Years. 

Total 

158 

205 

363 

57% 

85% 

Nil 

Nil 

Owing  to  some'  districts  in  the  County  having  failed  to  obtain  the  immunisation  of  sufficient 
numbers  of  children,  the  County  Council  proposed  to  take  oyer  the  immunisation  of  children  under  5 years 
and  school  entrants.  As  this  would  result  in  two  authorities  being  responsible  for  the  imrnunisation  of 
school  children  of  different  ages  which  would  create  overlapping  and  obvious  difficulties,  your  Council 
decided  to  continue  to  arrange  for  the  immunisation  of  all  school  ehildren  as  the  County  Council  were  not 
prepared  to  do  this,  but  in  the  course  of  a few  months  it  was  evidently  found  that  in  other  districts 
the  scheme  of  dual  control  did  not  work  and  in  November  the  County  Council  took  over  the  im- 
munisation of  all  children  up  to  school  leaving  age. 


SCABIES. 

There  was  not  much  trouble  with  Scabies  during  the  year.  A total  of  38  cases  were  dealt 
with  involving  16  families.  In  a few  cases  recurrence  of  the  disease  prolonged  the  infection  over  some 
weeks  but  where  treatment  was  carried  out  thoroughly  in  the  early  stages  the  disease  was  soon 
eradicated.  Where  the  cases  were  not  being  treated  by  a doctor  treatment  was  provided,  which  was 
extended  to  all  persons  in  the  house  and  in  this  way  the  disease  has  been  kept  under  control.  There 
was  no  case  where  it  was  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  Scabies  Order  to  enforce  examination  and 
treatment. 


New  Notifications. 


Respiratory.  Non-Resplratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

12  3 3 


3 


6 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Deaths. 

Admitted  to  Sanatorium 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

2 — 

1 — 

— 2 

2 

1 

2 

Transferred  from  other  districts 

3 1 — — 11  _ — _ — 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  war,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  in  this  district  there  have  been  fewer  new  cases.  Deaths  are  also  maintained 
at  a low  iigure. 


During  the  year,  following  on^he  report  of|the  Committee  dealing  with  “Tuberculosis  in  War 
Time  “ the  Minister  of  Health  has  brought  forward  measures  to  attack  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  two  of 
the  most  important  of  these  are  the  use  of  mass  miniature  X-rays  which  will  enable  many  cases  of  the 
disease  to  be  discovered  in  the  early  stages,  and  so  greatly  increase  the  chance  of  cure  and  prevent 
cases  getting  into  the  infectious  stage,  and  the  financial  allowance  to  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
under  treatment  and  to  their  dependents,  these  latter  provisions  by  enabling  many  patients  to  give  up 
work  and  undergo  treatment  who  would  otherwise  carry  on  until  the  chance  of  recovery  was  seriously 
jeopardized  and  by  relieving  patients  of  anxiety  as  to  the  wellbeing  of  their  families  by  providing  them 
with  proper  food  and  clothing  and  thus  reducing  the  risk  of  them  falling  victims  to  the  disease  are- 
momentous  steps  towards  eradication  and  destruction  of  a disease  which  above  all  is  the  scourge  of 
young  people. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Venereal  Disease  CSinic,  Shrewsbury. 

Address.  Times. 

Males.  Females. 

Provident  Dispensary,  6 — 8 p.m.  Tuesdays.  2 — 4 p.m.  Mondays. 

I , Belmont,  Shrewsbury  6— 8 p.m.  Fridays.  2— 4 p.m.  Wednesdays. 

It  has  been  stated  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  75%  throughout  the  Country  since  the 
war  started.  These  figures  are  based  on  attendances  at  Clinics  and  the  number  of  service  cases. 

--  't-'  T.' 

To  judge  from  such  evidence  as  is  available  there  has  been  no  increase  in  this  district. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

MILK. 

There  are  443  milk  producers  in  the  District,  of  the  above  number  71  are  Accredited  Licensees 
and  7 hold  T.T.  licences. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  1040. 

There  are  about  40  retailers  in  the  area. 

There  are  no  sellers  of  pasteurised  milk. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  by  the  County  Council  Officials  and  in  the  case  of  an  adverse 
report  conditions  are  quickly  remedied. 

No  Accredited  Licensee  has  lost  his  licence  because  of  three  successive  bad  samples  having 
been  collected. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

No  complaints  regarding  Water  Supplies  either  in  respect  of  quantity  or  quality  have  been  re- 
ceived. The  existing  piped  supplies  have  been  extended  to  a few  more  houses. 

Chlorination  is  dealt  with  by  Liverpool  Corporation  from  whom  the  Council  obtains  its  bulk 
supply  for  the  Dudleston  Heath  district. 

HOUSING. 

This  area  is  a reception  area  and  a large  number  of  evacuees  have  been  billeted— the  number  is 
decreasing— and  overcrowding  could  not  be  avoided  but  in  no  case  could  it  be  considered  acute.  There 
are  no  cases  of  overcrowding  due  to  lodgers  or  unofficial  evacuees. 

The  difficulties  due  to  labour  and  material  shortage  are  becoming  more  acute  making  repairs,^ 
etc.,  almost  impossible,  but  the  best  efforts  are  certainly  being  made  in  all  cases  coming  to  my  notice. 


E.  WILKINSON. 


